To:  The Lawton Oklahoma Community, the Lawton City Council, and the World   16 Oct 2011
I have decided to publish this letter due to an incident that occurred 15 Oct 2011 at 1:45pm on the Big Green Soccer Complex Lawton Oklahoma. 
But first my name is Armando Mendoza I’m a 50% disabled retired Army veteran of 24 years.  I have been involved with youth soccer for over 30 years overseas and the USA.  I was named to the Oklahoma Soccer Hall of Fame in 2010, I am an active United States Soccer Federation soccer Referee, Referee Instructor, Referee Assignor and Referee Assessor.  I also hold 4 coaching licenses. 
On 26 Aug 2011 the Lawton Soccer Club (LSC) a 501c3 non-tax paying, no-profit organization ban me from entering the Big Green Soccer Complex.  Please read letter attached on the home page. 
The accusations are: differing opinions, discontent and distrust, forming a new club to compete with the Lawton Soccer Club (Predators Girl Soccer Club), pointing out the negatives and dismiss the positive, not a team member, lack of respect to LSC members, comments to undermine the Lawton Soccer Club.
We as American have the right to always question our political leaders or any leader of any organization and yes even the Lawton Soccer Club board a non-tax pay, non-profit organization.  Below are the reasons why I have been ban from entering the complex.  While as a board member from May 2010 to May 2011 (letter banning me was mailed to me 26 Aug 2011) I discovered and vigorously questioned the board on the following to which I was never provided any answers:
1. LSC Board concealed nearly ½ million dollars of public funds from the membership from 2007-2010, this money is tax payer money, club money and your money.  These funds came from the State of Oklahoma, McMahon Foundation and from local donations.   
2. LSC Board failed to provide financial reports as required by the IRS and By-laws
3. LSC individuals from the board awarded a $40,000.00 contract to a board member without board approval per the by-laws to install sidewalks. There was no full disclosure of this award.       
4. LSC President made questionable statements to the board and me such as “club lawyer said not to make public the amount of money the club has” , American with Disabilities Act forced us to install the sidewalks,  Complex manager stated to me that he had 2-3 estimates for the sidewalks, he never produced the estimates, later he changed his statement to 5 estimates.  To this day no estimates have been produced. 
5. During a board meeting when I questioned these expenditures of your funds and statements that were made a board member stood up and told me “I’m sick of this I’m going to make a motion to vote your ass off this board”
6.  Board elections are held every two years and every two years the same individuals or individuals that do not have any current soccer knowledge are nominated by the nominating committee and the same people are elected to the board.  In May 2010 I was a last minuet write-in for club President, I lost by 4 votes.  This year two weeks before the election the a number of LSC board members made new rules at everyone must be verified as an LSC member to vote.  These changes were made without full board approval. The same individuals were elected to board positions.       
7.  Double standard of punishment.  An LSC youth soccer coach was observed assaulting his son in the parking lot of Big Green.  Witnesses stated that he had alcohol on his breath and was intoxicated.  This coach was allowed to drive away and never ban from Big Green, Months later this same coach was reported to be chasing a soccer player at the MacArthur High School soccer field calling him the “N” word and never ban from Big Green. Why?  He was a volunteer for many years even prior to the formation of the new Lawton Soccer Club. This coach was suspended from coaching for two years with the option to return.
8. Formation of a new soccer club.  For many years parents and coaches have been asking the LSC to form gender pure teams and LSC has refused.  I formed the Predators Girls Soccer Club to help develop our female soccer program in Lawton Oklahoma.  Has Lawton ever had a club or High School championship Girls Soccer Team? NO! The LSC prior to this spring season did not have any female soccer teams except for maybe 4 or 5.  This season the LSC now has 31 female soccer teams and will grow in the spring. Not all female teams are Club Predators teams, most are LSC female teams because many parents and coaches have realized that our female soccer players need and deserve a club they can call their own and not be forced to play against boy teams or co-ed teams.  So I take full responsibility for trying to improve, increase, develop and raise the interests of female soccer in Lawton Oklahoma.  All registration fees collected from the Predators Soccer Club was given to the LSC.  The Predators Soccer Club is a member of the LSC the only difference is our club is a girls club.
9. All registrations are on paper, all registration monies collected are paper.  All money collected in the food concession is tracked on paper.  Volunteers periodically enter and take money from the money drawer without any accountability. LSC collects $2-3000.00 every weekend.  There is no automated process to collect actual data and verify funds received. 
10. The City of Lawton Provides the Big Green with free tax paper water.  
11. Soccer Tournaments:  After an agreement was reached with the City of Lawton prior to the merger of the two old clubs in exchange for assistance with the Big Green to bring tournament teams and dollars from outside the Lawton community, the LSC is only interested in hosting tournaments for only Lawton teams which bring money to the LSC but zero revenue dollars to the Lawton Community.  A competitive tournament scheduled for early November 2011 which would have brought teams from Texas and other parts of Oklahoma to Lawton was canceled and replaced with an in-house non-sanctioned recreational tournament; this tournament is closed to all soccer teams not part of the LSC.     
Finally, the incident that occurred yesterday 15 Oct 2011 at 1:45pm which made me decide to write and post this letter.  My 31 year old daughter is fighting breast cancer.  The Predators Girls Soccer Club has chosen to help fight Breast Cancer as a club project.  I was standing inside the Big Green near the entrance collecting donations, standing alone when a Board member arrived in a golf cart with her off duty Lawton Police Officer to me this was a sign of intimidation.  She called me over to the golf cart and asked me if I was there to watch my granddaughter play soccer I said no, she then replied you have to leave the complex right now.  I said OK gave my collections to another parent and departed Big Green.
I’m accused of not trusting the LSC board, of speaking what’s on my mind and asking questions that must be answered by the LSC board, now you know why I am banned.   	
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